
From the Cockpit: 

  

 It’s almost Wings Over Houston time!!!  We only 
have a couple weeks until the best airshow in the US.  It 
is also the biggest fundraiser for the Houston Wing.  
(Update…just received a little secret intel; this years pre-
sale tickets are 36% or $149,000+ more than the same 

time last yet).  If you haven’t already volunteered to help at the show 
and have the time, please contact me or Susan Vaculik about helping 
out.   It is always a fun and rewarding time and you get to hang out 
with your favorite Houston Wing friends! 

 

 

 

 

 

 We had something exciting happen last weekend at the hangar.  
Our restoration of the L-17 marked a significant milestone on Saturday 
when Ulf, Ryszard and their dedicated team joined the two L-17 
wings!!!  This is a major step in moving the airplane toward comple-
tion and I want to offer congratulations and thanks to the team for their 
efforts!  Keep up the great work.  

 I would like to offer congratulations to our newest Houston 
Wing (and CAF) pilot, Erin Seidemann. She completed her checkout in 
the PT19 a couple weeks ago and has already taken her first passenger 
for a flight. We welcome Erin to our pilot ranks and look forward to 
her participation as a Wing pilot! 

 Don’t forget about our member appreciation day on Sunday, 
November 19.  This will also be our election day.  We are still looking 
for two volunteers to help Steve Sehnert with the election and counting 
process.  It will only take a couple days of commitment (the 19th and 
one day to count the votes).  Please let me know if you can help.    

  

 
October 21st-22nd Wings 
Over Houston  
  

November  3rd-5th New 
Orleans   
  
November 7th  Flyover
   
 
November 11th/12th 
Conroe/Hooks w/TR   
 
 
December 17th  Flyover
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   On September 26, we had to say our good byes to our dear friend Nell Harper.  Services were 
held at the Memorial Oaks funeral home on the Katy freeway.  Scott Rozzell, Gordon Richardson, 
Greg Young, Dave Guggemos and myself were given the honor to salute Nell with a missing woman 
flyover at the funeral home.  I want to say for all the pilots, we were very honored and touched to be 
chosen to honor Nell.   

 

 

 

 

Dave Guggemos, John Cotter, Scott Rozzell, Greg Young & Gordon Richardson after honoring Nell Harper  

 

John C. 



 

 Happy October from the Flight Ops guy, 

 

 So September was somewhat busy with the fleet going to the Burnet airshow 

early in the month, plus a few revenue rides along with the usual proficiency and train-

ing flights. On Sept 26 we put together a four ship Missing Man formation for Nell Harper's memorial 

service; pilots were Scott (SNJ), Gordon/John C (Ace), Greg (Navion), Dave (T-34). Thanks guys for 

looking good and doing such a professional job! 

 We have added a new PT-19 pilot to our ranks; Erin Seidemann passed her checkride with 

John Cotter a couple of weeks ago. Congratulations Erin! We also have two potential new pilots wait-

ing in the wings to fly the N3N and PT-19, plus Nathan and John C are working with Dave, Greg and 

Jim to get their checkouts done in the BT-13. 

 As I write this Sunday evening the 8th, the N3N, BT-13, and AT-6 have returned from attend-

ing the big CAF headquarters airshow in Dallas; Ryszard stayed pretty busy in the AT-6 hopping 8 

paid rides, while Arne flew one in the N3N and Dewey had none for the BT. The big disparity in ride 

sales was due to the T-6 being marketed by the B-24/29 Squadron ride staff while we did the BT and 

N3N on our own. Note to self; next year we’ll market all ride planes through their sales staff and gen-

erate a wee bit more revenue. Also, thanks to our ground crew, Chris Walker & family, plus David 

Eagan, for doing a fantastic job with our PX tent. 

 

Next up; 

Oct 21-22  Wings Over Houston 

Nov 11       Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, Hooks/Conroe TBD 

Nov 19       Member appreciation/ride day  

 

John B. 

   

Ops Update 



  

Maintenance Report for Oct 2017 

 

Greetings once again Houston Wing Members, 

 With the flooding and all that last month, I was unable to offer my report, but suffice 

to say that the planes are all doing well. Three are headed off to the Wings over Dallas air 
show as I write this. I am headed up there also in a new to me Bulldog. That is yet another 
airplane for me to maintain. Such is the life of the mechanic. It is never just one airplane. 
Fortunately, while only one at a time can be operated by one pilot, the mechanic can work 
on many airplanes.  

 Right now it is just keeping up with them for the show season. Big plans are ahead 
for winter maintenance though. The most important thing is to keep them all clean for dis-
play. That is a big job with them flying so much. Hard work has gone into the engines and 
controlling oil messes, but somehow round engines still find ways to spit oil. Your help is 
needed in controlling this problem as I am spending much of mine working on the planes 
and flying. The past couple of weeks has seen a new tail wheel tire and tube on the N3N, 
the idle speed and propeller control worked on the AT-6 as well as oil leaks, and a strut 
worked on the BT-13. Also the oil has been changed in the AT-6 and PT-19, and the BT-13 
will get hers changed after Dallas. Soon two Ranger engines will be headed north to make 
another engine for the PT-19 as oil consumption and pressures have not been satisfactory 
with the current engine. Also the BT-13 is being prepared to go to the paint shop. I will be 
working on fuel tank leaks soon. The C-60 is still waiting her turn to fly, and I am sure she 
will need some attention. It is never ending, but sometimes you get to take a little break. I 
have been flying most of the summer and am getting near to completing two major things. 
More on that after it happens, but also the big February break is the Hangar Dance. I am 
looking forward to hosting that event once again next year. I am hopeful we make it through 
the October air show events without major problems.  

 That makes it easier on me during inspection time. Our airplanes are the best in the 
CAF, as far as I am concerned, and I am confident they will perform as designed. I am at 
the hangar most nights if you find yourself bored and want to clean a plane, just let me 
know. I plan to do some night flying soon, and may or may not be in. Keep up the good 
work… 

 

Jim P. 

 

Maintenance 



  

  

 

 

 

World War II on the home front: Rationing 

(This is the first in a series of articles about rationing during WWII.  Our Wing’s 
museum has a good collection of ration books and examples of rationing in the 

home front display cabinet and in the Black Binder on the table in the museum.  
 

                                            Rationing        
 Ask anyone who lived through the war on the U.S. “home front” about World War II and the 
conversation will quickly turn to rationing.  America has always been — and thought of itself as — a 
land of abundance.  Even in the depths of the Depression, there was enough to eat, if only you could 
afford to buy it.  But as soon as the U.S. entered the war in the winter of 1941–42, shortages began. 
By 1943, it had become every citizen’s duty to cut back on meat, sugar, coffee, canned foods, fuel, 

shoes, and consumer goods — so “they’ll have enough.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Museum News 



   

America needs your scrap rubber 
 
Most of the world’s supply of natural rubber came from rubber tree plantations in Southeast Asia, 
which were quickly occupied by the Japanese in the first months of 1942. Factories converting to 
military production needed every scrap of rubber they could find, and citizens were asked to turn in 
old tires, raincoats, gloves, garden hoses, and rubber shoes for recycling. New tires became almost 
impossible to buy, and people tell stories of lining the insides of their tires with newspaper to make 
them last longer.  
 
U.S. War Production Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharing rides to save tires 
To save tires, the government asked Americans to cut back on their driving, to save gas 
by driving more slowly, and to share rides. (The term “carpooling” didn’t exist yet.) These 
efforts continued throughout the war, as you can see in this 1943 poster. But Americans 
have never been eager to drive less or more slowly, and by the spring of 1942 it was clear 
that “voluntary rationing” was a failure. 

 
 
 
 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gasoline rationing 
Gasoline was rationed in 17 eastern states beginning in May 1942 and nationwide in De-
cember 1942 — not so much to save fuel as to save tires and the rubber they were made 
of.  A nationwide speed limit of 35 miles per hour was also enforced to save wear on tires.  
To ration gasoline, the government issued coupon stamps.  These “A” stamps were worth 
three to five gallons of gasoline per week for essential activities such as shopping, attend-
ing church, and going to the doctor. The letter on the stamp would have matched a sticker 
on the car’s windshield. People using their cars for work could buy more gasoline, and 
truckers could buy all they needed. 

 



Sugar rationing 
Sugar was the first food to be rationed, in the spring of 1942. The war with Japan cut off 
U.S. imports from the Philippines, and cargo ships from Hawaii were diverted to military 
purposes. The nation’s supply of sugar was quickly reduced by more than a third. To pre-
vent hoarding and skyrocketing prices, the Office of Price Administration issued 123 million 
copies of War Ration Book One, which contained stamps that could be used to purchase 
sugar. No sugar could legally be bought without stamps, and sugar rationing would contin-
ue until supplies returned to normal in 1947. 
   



  

Sam H.  



 

 I hope all is well and everyone affected by the floods are getting the help they 

need. My 1998 car died and I am out there with the rest looking for a car. It is very 

busy. I feel for those looking for a car. I may have to buy a car out of town. 

 Wings Over Houston (W.O.H.) is coming up and if you read this before WOH 

and still want to volunteer please contact me ASAP, please. There’s still time.  

 We had another successful work day for the PX. We priced the shipment of toys for WOH and 

separated them into threes for each booth (North, South and Central). Sam Hoynes brought headsets 

( a must for WOH) to be priced as well. It was quite the production, as Dave Guggemos said. Jim 

Placette got there early, set up the tables and moved all the boxes of toys to the workstations. He had it 

all ready to go for us. I also got there early, opened all the boxes and sorted the toys on the tables, 

ready to be priced. Once everyone arrived it only took about an hour and a half to price the toys, add 

the already priced toys to it and box them up. Then we put all the tables and boxes away. Even if you 

did not help it would have been great for you to see it. Frank Vargas graciously took a picture. Thanks 

Frank! See photo attached in newsletter.  

 I want to thank the following people who came out and helped:  Sam Hoynes, Chuck Waters, 

Clayton Waters (Cadet), Bill Schultz, Bill and Connie Stone, Suzy Bredlau, Bob Linguiti, Mike 

Dunin, Chris Dunin (Cadet), Van Lee(Cadet), Howard Quoyeser, Tony Bohnert, Dave Guggemos and 

Jim Placette. Thank you and great team work!  Now just to load the trailer.  

I want to also thank Ruth Tucker and her granddaughter for working PX Musuem days. 

 In other news, I am adding a pocket to our AT-6 t-shirt. I think it will be a big hit. Thanks to 

Ruth Tucker, Stan Russ, Sam Bulger and John Cotter for your suggestion, input and help with this. 

They should arrive before WOH along with the C60 Good Time Gal shirts. Remember we added Ma-

roon shirts to our C60 inventory. 

See you at the hangar and/or WHO 

 

Susan V. 

   

 

   

PX Happenings & News 



       Frank Vargas captured this photo of all the volunteers helping to price PX items for WOH  



Around the Hangar 
 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

                                    Erin when she finished her check  ride in the BT13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Members receiving volunteer awards at Wings Over Houston Workday 



As the Wing Flies 
 Welcome back Houston Wingsters to the latest installment of “As the Wing flies, OKTOBERFEST 

edition.”  Hike up your lederhosen, hoist a liter of marzen, broil some bratwurst and read voraciously 

forward. 

As ardent readers of this column I suspect that you know Jo and I enjoy music.  On October 2nd rock 

musician Tom Petty passed away unexpectedly.  Another musician that has had an impact on our 

lives though we didn’t know him personally.  Sometimes we forget the impact we have on others.  

Recently the Houston Wing family performed a missing man flyover.  We do this often, many times 

for people we don’t know but their families request our services and are moved by what we do.  

Sometimes we get jaded, until we fly for our family; it’s now we realize what impact we have on oth-

ers……………sometimes even ourselves. 

As I continue writing this column I’m thinking of a friend that recently passed.  Sadly, I never got to 

know her short of saying “hi” at the occasional wing event and of course stealing a friendly hug.  My 

loss, however I have got to know her husband a little more the past few years.  What pleasure this has 

been, his life experience, friendship and a smile have brightened my days more than he may know.  

I’ve read his book and that has brought me great pleasure and insight to his young life.     

 
BELOW, you know the drill (shhh I bet this still looks a somewhat like the OPS report) 

 

EVENT     AIRCRAFT   STATUS 
 
October 21st-22nd Wings Over Houston AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19         Best Be there 
 
November  3rd-5th New Orleans w/TR  BT-13           Confirmed 
(PX and ground support) (hotel) 
 
November 7th P66 flyover         C60, AT-6, BT-13                               Confirmed 
 
November 11th/12th Conroe/Hooks w/TR  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, L-39        Confirmed 
(PX and ground support)  
 
December 17th WAA flyover   C60, AT-6, BT-13          Confirmed 
 
If you want to come out and play at any of these events please contact me, we’ll get you on the list 
and we’ll appreciate it like you cannot believe.  You never know what interesting event might happen 
that might just make a lifelong memory. 
 
As I finish this blabbering of mine we’re listening to Mona Lisa by Nat King Cole on the turntable, 
Jo and I pour a glass of chardonnay and we toast Nell and the spirit that lives in the heart of all those 
that she loved.  We are diminished. 
 
GO ASTROS! 



As everyone heard in John’s article this month the crew of the L-17 is making great strides in their 

progress on this project.  

I was asked by Ryszard Zadow to create an additional Facebook page for the Navion, they have 

found someone to operate this page, she is Bailey Wallace, her cadet is involved in the Navion pro-

ject. 

 

The page has been created at: 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/navionrestoration/ 

 

The objective of this page is to post; 

Educational information 

Weekly progress 

 

In doing this they want to develop enthusiasm and excitement for the project within the members.

   

 

 

 

Bits and Pieces 



   

 

Mid-October and we have a much need cool snap!  Yeah!  We have a few things everyone 

needs to know and need a response from the members. 

 

Staff Elections 

Elections are upon us again.  We have included an Absentee Ballot Request for those mem-

bers who do not plan to attend the November Meeting/Appreciation Day.  Please mail the request to 

Steve Sehnert 19319 Haystream Drive, Katy, TX 77449 or e-mail to ssehnert@yahoo.com  no later 

than November 17, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting/Appreciation Day 

  

 We thought we would change things up for Member Appreciation Day this year.  We thought 

maybe we would start a new tradition and hold it when the weather was a little more enjoyable.  So 

we chose the November Meeting Day to be a membership appreciation day this year.  The wing will 

provide the turkey and ham.  We ask the members to bring a side dish that your family loves and re-

quests at your home for Thanksgiving.   

We will also be selling rides to the members their family for $75.00 per ride.  

 We request an RSVP by November 12 sent to finance@houstonwing.org to make sure 
we have enough food. 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=19319+Haystream+Drive,+Katy,+TX+77449&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:ssehnert@yahoo.com


 
 
ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST - Houston Wing – 2017 Wing Staff Election 

 
Name:___________________________________________ 

 
Col. No.___________________ 
 

 
I am a member in good standing of the Commemorative Air Force and the Houston  
Wing. I request that an absentee ballot be sent to me to the following address: 
 

 
Street Address: 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip Code: 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
   



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

     

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

There is 

NO MEETING 

IN OCTOBER 

Due to Wings Over Houston 

 

 

See you there! 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Carol Lee 11/1 

Schon Cormack 11/11 

Robert "Craig" Prigdeon 11/12 

Gregory 
"Greg" Young 11/13 

Neil Chaffee 11/21 

Todd Quesnel 11/24 

Chris Walker 11/28 


